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NEWS RELEASE
2 August 2007
Boys’ bravery rewarded by the Order of St John

Three teenagers from Penicuik are to receive life-saving medals from the Priory of Scotland of the Order of St John for their actions at a shooting incident in Penicuik last year.
Liam Dugan (15), Aaron Moore (14) and Daniel Sturrock (16) witnessed a shooting incident in Penicuik on 4 December 2006 while on their way to army cadet training. 
Despite the gunman, the boys rushed to help the victim who was bleeding extensively from a shotgun wound in the abdomen. Their immediate and effective response helped to save his life and resulted in their nomination to the Order of St John for a bravery award.

The Order of St John is a long-established charity and its mission is to help people in need, distress, sickness or danger. In many countries, it operates the St John Ambulance Service.

“Life-saving medals are bestowed by the Order when a person has performed a conspicuous act of bravery endangering his own life in order to save the life of another,” explained Richard Waller, chief executive of St John Scotland which has over 2000 members.
 
“Clearly these boys put their own lives at risk as the gunman was in the vicinity when they intervened. We are delighted to have had their nomination for an award approved by the Grand Prior, the Duke of Gloucester.”
The boys are only the second recipients of a St John life-saving medal in Scotland since the Priory of Scotland was founded in 1947. The last recorded award was in 1949 to a lorry driver who rescued workers trapped in a collapsed tunnel.  

“We are pleased to have such deserving recipients for the award in the 60th year of the Priory’s service to the people of Scotland,” said Mr Waller. “We hope that this will encourage others to nominate suitable candidates in the future.”

The boys will receive their medals at a special ceremony in Edinburgh at a venue and time which will be announced shortly.
Colonel David McFadyen, Commandant of the Edinburgh & Lothians Battalion said: “Everyone in the Battalion and across the ACF is delighted that Aaron, Liam and Daniel have received this significant honour from the Order of St John's in recognition of their exemplary actions late last year. 
The ACF is justifiably proud of its long and successful record of achievement in bringing a range of challenging and exciting opportunities to young people throughout the UK. In line with our motto ‘Inspire to Achieve’ we seek to provide our cadets with self confidence, a sense of responsibility, new skills and recognised qualifications. 
Within Lothian and Borders we are particularly keen on outdoor adventurous training activities and first aid qualifications as well as other activities where team work is at the core of achievement. We are extremely proud of the way that, when the situation arose, three of our young cadets responded in a practical and professional manner putting their training and self confidence to immediate positive effect.”  
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